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This year we have decided to switch things up a 

bit and change the way the prize is awarded. 

Each meeting we will be giving away a $100 gift 

card to be used at the OFAH Merchandise Store. 

To win this prize all you have to do is attend a 

Zone J meeting in 2011  

OFAH Zone J 2011 Spring Newsletter 
March 2011 

OFAH Head Office in Peterborough continues its search for photos of wildlife crop 

damage for an Ontario Crop & Livestock Wildlife Damage Assessment Manual.  If 

you have photos that could be used, please contact OFAH Zone J Secretary. 

OFAH ZONE 

J IS NOW ON  

Grand River Fisheries Man-

agement Planning Implementa-

tion Committee celebrating  

Jack Imhof's retirement  



If you see or suspect someone of abusing a natural resource, 

please call 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667) toll-free any time to  

report a violation or call Crime Stoppers anonymously at  

1-800-222-TIPS (8477).  

Be sure to include information on the exact location of the vio-

lation, date and time of the violation, and a description of the 

individuals and vehicles involved. Timely and accurate infor-

mation will assist conservation officers in apprehending viola-

tors and protect your natural resources. The OFAH encour-

ages you to report anything suspicious to the MNR Tips line. 

The information you have may just be the important piece 

needed to stop the abuse. Our MNR Conservation Officers 

cannot be everywhere all of the time.  

Please help them protect our natural resources  

Are you hosting an event that you 
would like to have OFAH attend?  
Please send an invitation to Secretary 
Kathy Moore and we will work with you to 
meet your needs.  

Many municipalities in South-western  

Ontario are facing By-law issues that are 

affecting hunting and recreational shooting. 

If you hear of anything occurring in your 

municipality regarding noise or discharge 

By Laws, please contact OFAH Zone J 

Tony Jackson as soon as possible. The 

faster we begin to work with your  

municipality the better.  

NOW AVAILABLE! 

Please contact Cathy MacKay at 
OFAH head office in  
Peterborough to order your 
Club’s tickets.  
Cathy can be reached via email 
at cathy_mackay@ofah.org or 
by calling her at 705-748-OFAH  
 

OFAH Conservation Lottery Tickets for the  
2011 Conservation lottery draw  

Reporting a Violation is VERY Important  
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Many THANKS to the Tavistock and District Rod & Gun Club  
for hosting the OFAH Zone J Quarterly meeting in January.   
We had a fantastic meeting with excellent guest speakers.   

Many thanks to our speakers Chris Maher and Dr. Scott Petrie.   
We received a tremendous amount of positive feedback on these  

presentations. 

We hope everyone got out and enjoyed the Winter Family Fishing Week in February!  

Thanks to the many Clubs, groups and volunteers who worked at introducing so many folks 

in Ontario to the joys of fishing!  The next Ontario Family Fishing Week is July 2 thru 10.  

Visit www.familyfishingweekend.com for more info on events happening in your 

neighbourhood. 

Congratulations to 

the OFAH Zone J 

Membership  

Meeting  

Attendance Prize 

winner  

Darcy Illman  

(8 years old) 

He won $100 in 

OFAH Merchan-

dise at the January 

meeting hosted by 

the Tavistock and 

District Rod & Gun 

Club! 

http://www.familyfishingweekend.com/


Comments on hunting in Norfolk County 

By Jim Greenwood  

 

When I speak to hunter education students, I remind them how blessed we are to 

live in Norfolk County. Much of the landscape is forested, and with cold water 

streams and a large farming base, we have the habitat to support an abundance and 

diversity of wildlife. 

 

Hunting is a life style choice, accepted and practiced by many. It’s not just about the 

harvest, although wild game is a healthy alternative to products we purchase, but 

more importantly it brings people closer to nature. 

 

A few years ago while out for a spring wild turkey hunt I positioned myself along 

the edge of a field a few feet above an old railway line. 

 

Looking to my right I saw a fox running across the field and then head down the 

railway line towards me. I could see it had a rabbit in its mouth as it approached 

closer. Dressed in camoflauge, I sat still and watched as the fox stopped below me. 

It dropped the dead rabbit, and using its front paws dug a hole, dropped the rabbit in 

it and then carefully covered the hole with leaves and sticks. 

 

When it had completed its task, and to my amazement, the fox scampered up to 

where I was sitting and sat down beside me. It was close enough I could have put 

my arm around it. I think it knew that I was there, but didn’t seem to be concerned. 

After a few short minutes it rambled off. 

 

I thought after that if I hadn’t been hunting I would never had witnessed this. I did-

n’t harvest a turkey that morning. What I did get was to witness something very spe-

cial that will be part of my hunting memories that I can share with others. 
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OFAH 

Conservation 

Nevada (rip open) 

Tickets  

Please remember 

that OFAH has these 

tickets available and 

are always looking 

for new locations. If 

you know of a 

location that may be 

interested in making 

a profit while selling 

these tickets, please 

contact OFAH Zone J 

Secretary. Funds 

raised thru the sale 

of the Nevada tickets 

are used for 

conservation projects.  

OFAH Zone J Outstanding Achievement Award 
This award is to recognize an individual’s outstanding effort towards Stewardship, Conservation, and/or the pro-

motion of angling or hunting in Southwestern Ontario as selected by the OFAH Zone J membership. 

OFAH Zone J members have voted and the Winner of this Award will be announced at the 

OFAH Zone J Annual Meeting April 2, 2011 

OFAH Zone J has a new website!! 

www.ofah.org/zonej 



Better Farming Magazine 

OFAH Zone J Youth Activity Fund   
If your Club is interested in assisting the Youth in Southwestern Ontario, please consider a do-
nation to this fund.  The OFAH Zone J Youth Activity Fund is used to financially support hands-
on educational experiences for youth within our Zone in angling, hunting and conservation work.  
Contact your OFAH Zone Secretary/Treasurer for more information. 
**  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  **  

**  **  ** 

www.youthhunting.ca - This is your on-line tool kit for planning and executing a youth hunt.  
Helpful information, guidelines, suggestions and contacts are available at this website.   

OFAH Zone J continues to work at educating and cooperating 
with municipal and regional governments on various important 
issues such as: 

Sunday gun Hunting 
Firearms discharge and Noise by-laws 

Nuisance wildlife and Livestock predation 
Hunter Trespassing 

Springbank Dam/Misner Dam 
Invasive species 

Land Access 

It's good to see Jim Magee and hound "Carter" along with a story on controlling Coyotes 

on pg 8. His roles with OFAH are also noted. The cover along with some 8 pages 

(including ads) provide a comprehensive description of ALUS and Ecological Goods and 

Services from several viewpoints. The Norfolk County (Stewardship) initiative being the 

most detailed and advanced and best represented in this regard. We should be proud of the 

support and funding that Zone J and OFAH has put into this positive proactive initiative 

given it's grass roots farmer inspired basis. As farmers, with cause, grow increasingly 

weary of negative Government regulations like ESA, Greenbelt and some aspects of GEA 

it's reassuring to see these positive incentive oriented approaches taking hold and being 

noticed. Hope these excerpts will be shared with our members 
Felix Barbetti  

I hope everyone has purchased their OFAH Annual Conservation Lottery tickets! 

The first Early Bird draw was held Feb 18.  The next early Bird draw is April 15th with the 

Main Draw on May 27th.  For a list of winners visit www.ofah.org/lottery 

http://www.youthhunting.ca/
http://www.ofah.org/lottery


Long Point Waterfowl initiated its scaup research program in 1999 in response to declining continental scaup popu-
lations and the fact that little was known about the staging or wintering ecology of Lesser or Greater Scaup using 
the lower Great Lakes region.  The continental scaup population began declining in the mid-1980s and one of the 
hypotheses for the decline was that birds were acquiring elevated contaminant burdens on staging and/or wintering 
areas. Early studies by LPW documented that scaup using the lower Great Lakes consistently ate zebra mussels 
and acquired elevated levels of selenium. LPW implanted 45 Lesser and Greater Scaup to study movement patters 
and to determine how much time females had to depurate selenium prior to egg-laying. Calculations based on 
these movements (and our field and captive studies) indicate that selenium likely is not a major factor affecting 
scaup survival or reproduction.  Long Point Waterfowl’s scaup satellite telemetry project remains active and will pro-
vide novel information about migration pathways and habitat use of birds that use the lower Great Lakes during mi-
gration. Please follow the link below for a recent article on Long Point Waterfowl's satellite tracking of 
 scaup: http://www.argos-system.org/html/publications/forum_en.html 
 
OFAH Zone J has supported this valuable research program thru financial donations to assist in satellite telemetry 
for two scaup named OFAH Zone J and OFAH Yolanda. 

 

Teamwork OFAH 
By Tony Jackson, Chair OFAH Zone J 

 

There is no better way to start 2011 off than to recognize the need for a team approach towards dealing 

with our Fish and Wildlife conservation issues. We try to provide information to members at each 1/4ly 

membership meeting and through the magazine to keep members informed and engaged. Regular Zone 

activities keep the local Zone executive going weekly to various venues dealing with both local and re-

gional issues as well. Be it big game, small game, fisheries, invasive species, land access, municipal by-

law issues, etc…there are a lot of things going on and only a team of concerned individuals such as 

yourselves informing the representatives from both the Zone and Head office will we get results. It is 

possible for a lot of little things to sneak under the radar of the Fish and Wildlife community and we 

need to be vigilant and be engaged. 

 

Recent activities we’ve been engaged in such as the draft discharge bylaw of Brant, Conservation Hal-

ton Fisheries Management plan, Miseners Dam, Springbank Dam, coyote issues, whitetail deer decline, 

wildlife damage, EBR postings such as the Woodland Caribou Habitat Protection EBR #011-2303 (the 

potential impact it might have on many southern Ontario Moose hunters) EBR 011-2677 Agriculture 

Wildlife Conflict Strategy, Industrial Wind turbines, bait fisheries, Luther Marsh and other GRCA hunt-

ing areas, UTRCA hunting areas, Invasive species are just a few items that we work on for and with the 

outdoors community. We cannot do it all alone and having you as an individual or your club as part of 

the team is an important factor in our success moving forward. 

 

The toolkit for hosting your own youth mentored hunt is now being rolled out provincially with a host 

of partners being part of the official launch. It is a fact we as members of the outdoors community need 

to recognize that whatever other organizations you belong to be it Delta, Ducks Unlimited, NWTF, 

QDMA, regardless, we need to be a team if we are going to accomplish a positive impact on developing 

the next generation of outdoors persons. As leading conservation organizations we should not be com-

peting between ourselves but competing together to recruit these people away from other non- hunting/

fishing/conservation activities. This is our future! 

http://www.argos-system.org/html/publications/forum_en.html


OFAH Zone J Annual Youth Campout 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! 

This is a FREE event for youth ages 8 to 17 yrs. 
This year’s host is the Tavistock and District Rod and Gun Club 

June 17 to 19th 
For more information contact:  
Brian Moore 519-919-1520 or  

Dave Featherstone 519-271-6077 
Pre registration is required 
Registration Opens April 1st 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR CLUBS TO HOST OUR MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS… 
If you are interested in holding a meeting of 25 – 30 OFAH members, please call Secretary 
Kathy Moore. This is an excellent opportunity to showcase your Club and it’s 
accomplishments.  We enjoy moving around our Zone, visiting Clubs and making ourselves 
available to all of our members.  All dates for 2011 have been taken but we do have the 
following dates in 2012 available:  Sunday January 8; Saturday March 31 and  
Sunday April 1; Sunday September 16. 

OFAH Zone J Annual General meeting and Elections will be held April 2 & 3, 2011 at Ridge-

view Park in Cottam, Ontario.  The Gosfield North Sportsman Association is hosting this meet-

ing.  If you like what the Federation does and are interested in volunteering some of your time with 

the OFAH, please consider running for a position on the OFAH Zone J Executive.  The positions 

available include: Chair; 1st Vice Chair; 2nd Vice Chair; Secretary/Treasurer and Alternate Director. 

Contact Felix Barbetti, Nominations Committee Chair for more information on these positions. 

Visit www.shopofah.org to purchase 

your OFAH and Angler and Hunter 

Television merchandise. 

Congratulations to all recently Elected Executive and Directors to our numerous OFAH 

member Clubs.  It takes passion and dedication to lead your Club and we would like to 

“Thank” each of you for your continued focus on conservation, angling and hunting. 

http://www.shopofah.org/


Mark Your 2011 Calendars 
 

 OFAH 83rd Annual General Meeting and Wildlife Conference – March 17 – 19 

Delta Meadowvale, Mississauga  Visit www.ofah.org for more information 

 

 OFAH Conservation Lottery 2nd Early Bird draw – April 15th 

 

 OFAH Conservation Lottery Main Draw – May 27 

 

 OFAH Zone J Annual Youth Campout – June 17 – 19 

Tavistock Rod & Gun Club – see enclosed flyer 

 OFAH Zone J Quarterly Membership Meeting – Sunday September 18: 9am to 3pm 

  Hosted by the Long Point Fish and Game Club—details and map in next Newsletter 

 Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show in Woodstock Ontario - September13, 14, and 15 

  Visit the OFAH merchandise booth – buy yourself an OFAH T-shirt, a Hat and renew your 

  membership Visit www.outdoorfarmshow.com -  for more information 

 

The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters Zone J 

Executive wish each and every one of you a safe, bountiful 

hunting and fishing season. 

Please mentor an apprentice. 

It’s a rewarding experience! 

www.ofah.org 

Community Wildlife Management Workshops 

Have you caught one of Greg Balch’s workshops?  If you have, I’m certain you were impressed with 

his extensive display of Ontario wildlife mounts as well as his knowledgeable presentation.  If you 

have not experienced one of these presentations, please consider hosting one.  Greg has a way of ex-

plaining the food web and how everything in nature affects our native species that makes it fun and 

easy to understand.  To contact Greg for more information and availability please email him at     

gregbalch@rogers.com.                                                                                                                           

The same email address can be used to make a donation to Greg’s continuing efforts. 

http://www.ofah.org/
http://www.outdoorfarmshow.com/
mailto:gregbalch@rogers.com


 



 Spring Wild Turkey Seminars 
It’s time to register for a spring course.   

Register on-line at www.ofah.org  
or call OFAH at 705-748-OFAH ext.240   

Bluewater Anglers Events 

March 19 & 20 – hatchery Open House, Point Edward, Ontario 

April 16 – shoreline clean-up 

April 29 to May 8 – Salmon Derby 

For more info visit www.bluewateranglers.com 

 

Southwest Outdoors Club 

JACK MINER CALLING CLASSIC & SPORTSMAN SHOW- April 10th at the Jack Miner Bird 

Sanctuary 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    

Calling Competition: Caller entry fee: Adults: $40  Youth: $20 (youth requirement is 16 & un-

der). Registration starting at 8:30 a.m.  Competition starts at 9:30 a.m. 

Free admission to spectators.  For more info: www.everythingoutdoors.ca 

Email: everythingoutdoors.ca@gmail.com 

Scott & Danielle Russel 519-733-9867 

 

QUALITY DEER MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION & RACK STACKER SEMINAR 

              SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 2011 @ THE WHEATLEY LEGION  

The date of our QDMA/Rack Stacker Seminar published in the recent Ontario Out of Doors 

magazine (Hotline page 16) is incorrect.  The date has recently been changed to April 17 in-

stead of April 16 but was too late to be changed before publication of the magazine. 

 

 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

ADMISSION:  FREE 

LUNCH:  WHEATLEY’S FAMOUS “ALL YOU CAN EAT” YELLOW PERCH– COST - $16.00 

Have you listened to the NEW  
Angler and Hunter Radio yet? 

 
For program listings and to 

listen on-line visit 
www.ahradio.ca 

http://www.ofah.org/
http://www.bluewateranglers.com
http://www.everythingoutdoors.ca
mailto:everythingoutdoors.ca@gmail.com


OFAH Zone J Annual Meeting and Election  
Saturday April 2 & Sunday April 3, 2011 

Hosted by the Gosfield North Sportsman Association 

Meeting is being held at the Ridgeview Park, Cottam (between Essex and Leamington)  Please see map 

Meeting starts at 9am sharp – Election to be held Saturday at 3pm 

Sunday Field Trip tour of the world renowned Windsor Chrysler Minivan Assembly Plant 
Due to security, you MUST preregister for this optional tour. Space is limited.  Registration ENDS 

March 23rd at 5pm.  Please register by emailing or calling Brian Moore, OFAH Zone J 2nd Vice. 

ACCOMODATIONS for Zone J Annual Meeting:   

Amicos Motel,  519-776-7329 

561 talbot Road North, Essex – Double rooms $60; single rooms $55 

Directions From Highway 401 take exit #28 – County Road 25 

South on County Road 25 (Puce Road) 

Right on County Road 46 (Middle Road) 

Left on County Road 23 (Naylor Side Road) 

Right on Regional Road 8 

Right on County Road 34 (Talbot Road North) 


